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Theresa Maria Rojas was born 
in Montclair Ca. May 28, 1984.  
Moved to Madera Ca March of 
1995.  Graduated from Madera 
HS 2002.   Obtained her CNA 
(Certified Nurses Assistant.)   
certification in her senior year 
of high school.  Joined the army 
immediately after graduation 

Graduated Madera 
H.S. 2002 

began boot camp training in August 
of 2002 at Fort Jackson in South 
Carolina.  After completion of train-
ing she was based at Fort Carson in 
Colorado Springs ,Colorado.    Was 
sent to serve her first tour  in the 
Iraqi war March 2003 and returned 
in March 2004.  She was sent again 
to serve a second tour February 
2005 and just returned February 18, 
2006. 

PROUD MOM 
SHERRI SHUTLER 
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á1&WL 
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 1195 
I am enclosing an article that I received frothne of my audiologists. It 
seems to point out that a good percentage of troops returning from combat are suffering from tinnitus and hearing loss. This 
is occurring even though we now supply hearing protection when practical and during all training with weapons. I am cer-
tain the combat troops of Vietnam, Korea and WWII suffered much greater auditory trauma than the present day combat 
troops, and they had absolutely no hearing protection supplied, as most of us know first hand. 
I don�t see how the VA could say that tinnitus and hearing had to be immediate after the tour of duty if they never tested the 
troops with any thoroughness. Just asking someone how their hearing is does not qualify as a test. I am hoping our organiza-
tion or one of the Veteran�s advocates will use this study to make tinnitus and hearing loss as a presumptive disability for 
certain military MOS�s and situations like combat. 
Your thoughts? Please respond by e-mail. I don�t have a scanner so I have to mail this document to you. If we can get it on 
line or in the Communicator, I think it would be helpful to everyone. 
Thanks,ñ 
Te1Puntillo 
Verans Service Officer 
Volo County 
Fellow VSO�s &Norn 
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WASHINGTON, March 15, 2006 � Iraq is not on the verge of a civil war, and sectarian issues in the 
country are controllable, the commander of U.S. Central Command told the House Armed Services 
Committee here today.  
Army Gen. John Abizaid testified about CENTCOM's posture. He told the representatives he believes a 
government of national unity will emerge in Iraq and that the Iraqi security forces will continue to im-
prove.  

Abizaid said he was concerned about sectarian violence in Iraq since the bombing of the Golden 
Mosque in Samarra on Feb. 22. He said he believes fugitive Jordanian terrorist Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi's al Qaeda in Iraq group was responsible for the bombing as an attempt to foment civil war.  

"Certainly we believe that the Samarra bombings were the work of al Qaeda. This is well within their 
stated intentions," the general said. "No, I don't have proof, but that's who I think did it, and that's who 
most Iraqis think did it. They have every reason to find a wedge to provide sectarian difficulties, to 
make the government fail, and to cause the Iraqi security forces to lose heart."  

Iraq needs a unity government, and soon, Abizaid said. The new government must build strong minis-
tries "that are not dominated by various sectarian concerns, and move forward in order to move the 
country towards peace and prosperity and defeat the insurgency."  

Abizaid said al Qaeda remains the primary target in the region. "We continue to fight al Qaeda wher-
ever we find them," he said. "We fight them directly every day in Iraq and in Afghanistan."  

Enemy tactics in Afghanistan, the general said, have moved away from guerrilla-type ambushes toward 
assassinations, roadside bombs and attacks against government officials "that are moving more and 
more out into the hinterlands."  

Coalition allies in the region also are putting pressure on al Quaeda, he said, and he specifically cited 
the cooperation received from Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. "Every country in the region that has an al 
Qaeda threat approaches it in a way that we all need to pay attention to," he said.  

Al Qaeda is active and dangerous in the region, he said. But, "the vast majority of the people in the re-
gion don't want it to win," he said. "And in this battle between moderates and extremists, we need to 
understand that we're fighting with the good people of the region, not against them."  

The general said progress is being made in the region. He said NATO working in Afghanistan is an im-
portant mission for the alliance and the world. He said the Iraqi army, in particular, did very well in the 
country in the days after the attack in Samarra. He said the Iraqi police must be brought up to a similar 
standard where their first loyalty is to the nation and not to ethnic or tribal groups.  
The strategy in Iraq is working, the general said. As Iraqi forces train and gain more experience, they 
are taking over more and more responsibility. "In fact, by the end of the year, it is our desire that the 
Iraqis will have the vast majority of the lead in fighting the insurgency and dealing with the security 
problems that certainly will continue to be in Iraq," he said. 

By Jim Garamone 
American Forces Press Service 



By RALPH PETERS - In Iraq  
 
BAGHDAD 
 
I'M trying. I've been trying all week. The other day, I drove another 30 
miles or so on the streets and alleys of Baghdad. I'm looking for the civil 
war that The New York Times declared. And I just can't find it.  
 
Maybe actually being on the ground in Iraq prevents me from seeing it. 
Perhaps the view's clearer from Manhattan. It could be that my back-
ground as an intelligence officer didn't give me the right skills.  
 
And riding around with the U.S. Army, looking at things first-hand, is cer-
tainly a technique to which The New York Times wouldn't stoop in such 
an hour of crisis.  

Let me tell you what I saw 
anyway. Rolling with the 
"instant Infantry" gunners of 
the 1st Platoon of Bravo Bat-
tery, 4-320 Field Artillery, I 
saw children and teenagers 
in a Shia slum jumping up 
and down and cheering our 
troops as they drove by. 
Cheering our troops.  
 
All day - and it was a long 
day - we drove through Shia 
and Sunni neighborhoods. 
Everywhere, the reception 
was warm. No violence. 
None.  
 
And no hostility toward our 
troops. Iraqis went out of 
their way to tell us we were 
welcome.  
 
Instead of a civil war, some-
thing very different hap-
pened because of the bomb-
ing of the Golden Mosque in 
Samarra. The fanatic at-
tempt to stir up Sunni-vs.-
Shia strife, and the subse-
quent spate of violent at-
tacks, caused popular sup-
port for the U.S. presence to 
spike upward.  
 

A swimming pool, 
started during 
Saddam Hus-
sein's regime and 
finished after his 
overthrow, pro-
vides a respite 
from the desert 
heat for service-
members at For-
ward Operating 
Base Loyalty, 
Iraq. Photo by 
Jim Garamone   

101 Airborne transfer of 
authority at Forward 
Operating Base Danger 
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In place of the civil war that elements in our media declared, I saw full streets, 
open shops, traffic jams, donkey carts, Muslim holiday flags - and children eve-
rywhere, waving as our Humvees passed. Even the clouds of dust we stirred 
up didn't deter them. And the presence of children in the streets is the best 
possible indicator of a low threat level.  
 
Southeast Baghdad, at least, was happy to see our troops.  
 
And we didn't just drive past them. First Lt. Clenn Frost, the platoon leader, 
took every opportunity to dismount and mingle with the people. Women 
brought their children out of their compound gates to say hello. A local sheik 
spontaneously invited us into his garden for colas and sesame biscuits.  
 
It wasn't the Age of Aquarius. The people had serious concerns. And security 
was No. 1. They wanted the Americans to crack down harder on the foreign 
terrorists and to disarm the local militias. Iraqis don't like and don't support the 
militias, Shia or Sunni, which are nothing more than armed gangs.  
 
Help's on the way, if slowly. The Iraqi Army has confounded its Western critics, 
performing extremely well last week. And the people trust their new army to an 
encouraging degree. The Iraqi police aren't all the way there yet, and the popu-
lation doesn't yet have much confidence in them. But all of this takes time.  

 
And even the police are making progress. We took a team of them with us so 
they could train beside our troops. We visited a Public Order Battalion - a gen-
darmerie outfit - that reeked of sloth and carelessness. But the regular Iraqi 
Police outfit down the road proved surprisingly enthusiastic and professional. 
It's just an uneven, difficult, frustrating process.  
 
So what did I learn from a day in the dust and muck of Baghdad's less-
desirable boroughs? As the long winter twilight faded into haze and the fires of 
the busy shawarma stands blazed in the fresh night, I felt that Iraq was 
headed, however awkwardly, in the right direction.  
 
The country may still see a civil war one day. But not just yet, thanks. Violence 
continues. A roadside bomb was found in the next sector to the west. There 
will be more deaths, including some of our own troops. But Baghdad's vibrant 
life has not been killed. And the people of Iraq just might surprise us all.  
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So why were we told that Iraq was irreversibly in the throes of civil war when it wasn't remotely true? I think the 
answers are straightforward. First, of course, some parties in the West are anxious to believe the worst about 
Iraq. They've staked their reputations on Iraq's failure.  
 
But there's no way we can let irresponsible journalists off the hook - or their parent organizations. Many journal-
ists are, indeed, brave and conscientious; yet some in Baghdad - working for "prestigious" publications - aren't 
out on the city streets the way they pretend to be.  
 
They're safe in their enclaves, protected by hired guns, complaining that it's too dangerous out on the streets. 
They're only in Baghdad for the byline, and they might as well let their Iraqi employees phone it in to the States. 
Whenever you see a column filed from Baghdad by a semi-celeb journalist with a "contribution" by a local Iraqi, it 
means this: The Iraqi went out and got the story, while the journalist CONTINUED ON PAGE , CIVIL WAR 
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Soldiers at Forward Operating Base Loyalty, Iraq, enjoy the base's weight room. Photo by Jim Garamone   
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A volleyball court awaits a game at Forward Operating Base Loyalty, Iraq. Photo by Jim Garamone    
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And the Iraqi stringers have cracked the code: The Americans don't pay for good news. So they exaggerate the bad.  
And some of them have agendas of their own.  
A few days ago, a wild claim that the Baghdad morgue held 1,300 bodies was treated as Gospel truth. Yet Iraqis exag-
gerate madly and often have partisan interests. Did any Western reporter go to that morgue and count the bodies - a 
rough count would have done it - before telling the world the news?  
 
I doubt it.  
 
If reporters really care, it's easy to get out on the streets of Baghdad. The 506th Infantry Regiment - and other great mili-
tary units - will take journalists on their patrols virtually anywhere in the city. Our troops are great to work with. (Of 
course, there's the danger of becoming infected with patriot- ism . . .)  
 
I'm just afraid that some of our journalists don't want to know the truth anymore.  
 
For me, though, memories of Baghdad will be the cannoneers of the 1st Platoon walking the dusty, reeking alleys of 
Baghdad. I'll recall 1st Lt. Frost conducting diplomacy with the locals and leading his men through a date-palm grove in a 
search for insurgent mortar sites.  
 
I'll remember that lieutenant investigating the murder of a Sunni mullah during last week's disturbances, cracking down 
on black-marketers, checking up on sewer construction, reassuring citizens - and generally doing the job of a lieutenant-
colonel in peacetime.  
Oh, and I'll remember those "radical Shias" cheering our patrol as we passed by.  
 
Ralph Peters is reporting from Forward Operating Base Loyalty 



Soldiers and aircraft are posi-
tioned on the airstrip at For-
ward Operating Base Rema-
gen in advance of Operation 
Swarmer, a combined Iraqi 
and coalition operation to 
clear a suspected insurgent 
operating area northeast of 
Samarra, Iraq. The soldiers 
are from the Iraqi army's 1st 
Brigade, 4th Division, the 
101st Airborne Division's 3rd 
Brigade Combat Team, and 
the 101st Combat Aviation 
Brigade. Photo by Sgt. 1st 
Class Antony Joseph, USA  

Iraqi Security Forces, Coalition 
Launch 'Operation Swarmer' 

American Forces Press Service 
WASHINGTON, March 16, 2006 � 
Iraqi and coalition forces today launched 
Operation Swarmer in the south of Iraq's 
Salah Ad Din province to clear a sus-
pected insurgent operating area northeast 
of Samarra, military officials reported. 
 
The operation began this morning with 
soldiers from the Iraqi army's 1st Bri-
gade, 4th Division; the U.S. Army 101st 
Airborne Division's 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team; and the 101st Combat Aviation 
Brigade conducting a combined air and 
ground assault to isolate the objective 
area, officials said. 
Attack and assault aircraft provided ae-
rial weapons support for the operation 
and also delivered troops from the Iraqi 
army's 4th Division; the "Rakkasans" 
from 1st and 3rd Battalions, 187th Infan-
try Regiment, of the U.S. Army; and the 
"Hunters" from 2nd Squadron, 9th Cav-
alry Regiment, U.S. Army, to "multiple 
objectives" according to a Multinational 
Force Iraq statement. Forces from Iraq's 
2nd Commando Brigade then completed 
a ground infiltration to secure numerous 
structures in the area, officials said. 
More than 1,500 Iraqi and coalition 
troops, more than 200 tactical vehicles, 
and more than 50 aircraft participated in 
the operation, according to the MNF-I 
statement. 
Initial reports from the objective area 
indicate that a number of enemy weap-
ons caches -- containing artillery shells, 
explosives, materials for making home-
made bombs, and military uniforms -- 
have been captured. 
The operation is expected to continue for 
several days as a thorough search of the 
objective area is conducted, officials 
said. 
Operation Swarmer follows closely the 
completion of a combined Iraqi and coa-
lition operation west of Samarra in early 
March that yielded substantial enemy 
weapons and equipment caches. 
The name Swarmer, the MNF-I state-
ment explained, was derived from the 
name given to the largest peacetime air-
borne maneuvers ever conducted, in 
spring 1950 in North Carolina. Soon 

after this exercise, the 187th Infantry was se-
lected to deploy to Korea as an airborne regi-
mental combat team to provide Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur with an airborne capability  

 
 
 
 
03/16/2006 
Operation Swarmer 
U.S. Army soldiers of the 101st 
Airborne Division�s Company C, 3rd 
Battalion, 187th Infantry Regi-
ment, exit an Army CH-47 Chinook 
helicopter at Brassfield-Mora, Iraq, 
March 16, 2006, in support of 
Operation Swarmer. U.S. Navy 
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Shawn Hussong 

Soldiers from the Iraqi 
army's 1st Brigade, 4th Di-
vision, and the 101st Air-
borne Division's 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team receive 
a pre-flight briefing from a 
UH-60 Black Hawk crew 
chief prior to the start of 
Operation Swarmer, the 
combined air assault opera-
tion to clear a suspected 
insurgent operating area 
northeast of Samarra, Iraq. 
Photo by Staff Sgt. Lyle 
Grose, USA   

Operation Swarmer be-
gins with the largest air 
assault operation since 
the beginning of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. The 
operation, a combined 
effort by Iraqi security 
forces and coalition 
troops, will continue in 
the southern Salah Ad Din 
province for several days 
as the target area is thor-
oughly searched. Photo by 
Sgt. 1st Class Antony Jo-
seph, 
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Madera County Veteran  
Service Representative 

(559) 675-7766 
321 W. Yosemite, Suite 101 

Madera Ca 93637  

What is it? 
The M21-1 manual is 
considered the �Bible� 
by the Department of 
Veteran Affairs  
Regional Offices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How is it laid 
out? 
The manual is divided 
into seven parts: 
Part I:  
Introduction 

 

Jesus S. Lopez 

Adjudication Procedure Manual    (M21-1) 
Part II:  
Clerical Procedures 
Part III:  
A u t h o r i z a t i o n & 
Clerical Procedure 
Part IV:  
Authorization  
Procedures 
Part V: 
Computer Processing 
Part VI:  
Rating 
Board Procedure 
Part VII:  
Direct  
Services Activities 
 

Who uses it? 
The Regional Offices.  
The VA RO�s are 
bound by its proce-

dures & guidelines. 
I want more  
Information! 
 
Online: 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/M21_1.html#a 
 

Telephone: 
1-800-827-1000 
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CORDON AND SEARCH � Iraqi army soldiers conduct a cor-
don and search in a sector in the Ibrahim bin Ali suburbs of 
Baghdad, Iraq, March 22, 2006. The soldiers are from the 3rd 
Brigade, 6th Division out of Camp Constitution, Iraq. U.S. Army 
photo by Sgt. 1st Class David D. Isakson 

U.S. Army Pfc. Brandon Standifer eats dinner during his 
shift in a guard shack as another soldier keeps watch at 
Camp Taji, Iraq, on March 19, 2006. DoD photo by Petty 
Officer 1st Class Michael Larson, U.S. Navy. 
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U.S. Army soldiers take a break as they advance through a 
field during Operation Swarmer in the Salah Ad Din prov-
ince of Iraq on March 16, 2006. Operation Swarmer is a 
combined air assault operation to clear the area northeast of 
Samarra of suspected insurgents. The soldiers are from the 
Armyís 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment. DoD photo 
by Petty Officer 1st Class Jeremy L. Wood, U.S. Navy. 

Iraqi army soldier Zatar Jeba (left) and U.S. Army Pfc. Ya-
suo Albert share a rooftop gun position on a coalition forces 
building during counter-insurgency operations in Tarmiya, 
Iraq, on March 25, 2006. DoD photo by Petty Officer 1st 
Class Michael Larson, U.S. Navy. 
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U.S. Army soldiers assigned to the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored 
Division wait to board a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter during 
an air assault mission in the Al Jazeera Desert, Iraq, on March 
22, 2006. DoD photo by Staff Sgt. Aaron Allmon, U.S. Air 
Force. 

U.S. Army Spc. Osvaldo Fernandez kneels down beside a 
Humvee as he provides security during counterinsurgency 
operations near the town of Tarmiyah, Iraq, on March 28, 
2006. Fernandez and his fellow soldiers with 1st Battalion, 
66th Armored Regiment, are searching for hidden weapons 
caches in the area. DoD photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Mi-
chael Larson, U.S. Navy. 


